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A Few Facts about the Town of Madison

• Small, suburban shoreline town of approximately 18,000 people 
located 20 miles east of New Haven

• Home of Hammonasset State Park

• Shoreline Greenway Trail

• “Beach Roads” heavily utilized by cyclists and pedestrians year round

• Pedestrian Friendly Downtown

• Outside of downtown, there is very little bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure within the town









Establishment of Ad-Hoc Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee
• Worked with Virginia Raff, Chair of Madison’s Shoreline Greenway Trail 

committee, to encourage the Board of Selectmen to establish a 
committee to:
• Develop a Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan

• Advise the Board of Selectmen on funding, projects, programs, and policies 
which help promote bicycling and walking as a means of transportation, 
recreation, and fitness

• Established in January 2018

• Seven regular members, two alternates, two student liaisons, and two 
town staff liaisons

• Committee identified adoption of a Complete Streets Policy as their 
primary priority







Important Elements of Madison’s Complete 
Streets Policy
• Designates a member of the Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

to serve as a “Complete Streets Liaison” to work with the Public 
Works Department to ensure the policy is being implemented

• Specifies performance measures and requires submittal of an annual 
report on progress

• Establishes an exemption process that requires Public Works to 
request an exemption from the Board of Selectmen when complete 
streets improvements are not included in a project





























2018 Bicycle & Pedestrian Survey

• BPAC conducted a survey of residents asking for input on their 
experiences biking and walking throughout town

• Utilized two student liaisons on BPAC to reach the student and parent 
population

• Utilized the Town website and social media to distribute the survey

• BPAC members setup a booth at the Friday Farmer’s Market

• Received over 650 responses to the survey, indicating broad support 
for additional bicycle and pedestrian improvements



2019 Shoreline Sign Initiative

• Amongst survey respondents, the roads along 
the shoreline were identified as the highest 
priority for bicycle and pedestrian safety 
improvements

• BPAC worked with property owners along 
Middle Beach Road to place temporary signage 
communicating various safety measures

• The campaign had a noticeable effect on 
behavior

• The Town installed permanent signage at the 
conclusion of the campaign



2019 National Walk to School Day

• On October 2, 2019, BPAC organized a walk to school day at Jeffrey 
Elementary School.

• Approximately 150 parents and students participated in the event



CT Training & Technical Assitance (T2) Center Assitance

• Worked with Melissa Evans, Safety Circuit Rider, from the T2 Center
• August 20 & 21, 2019 - Conducted on site Road Safety Assessment of our 

shoreline roads
• October 15, 2019 – Conducted on site Safe Routes to School Audit of Daniel 

Hand High/Polson Middle/Jeffrey Elementary Schools campus

• Members of BPAC, public works staff, and elected official all actively 
participated walking the routes during the assessments

• Provided reports highlighting a spectrum of recommendations ranging 
from short-term/low cost to long-term/higher cost

• Scheduled to present the information to the Board of Police 
Commissioners (Madison’s Traffic Authority)



Bicycle Friendly Community Application

• BPAC prepared and submitted an application to the League of 
American Cyclists for designation as a Bicycle Friendly Community

• Knew we had a long way to go towards becoming a true bicycle 
friendly community, but decided to apply anyway in order to set a 
benchmark to work from

• Surprised to be awarded “Honorable Mention” in Spring 2020 –
communities receive this designation for one year in recognition for 
starting efforts to address the need of bicyclists in their community



Madison Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan

• Working with planning consultant Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. (FHI) to 
prepare the Town’s first Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan

• All the prior BPAC initiatives are helping to inform the plan and a draft 
plan is anticipated to be distributed to the public for comment later 
this year



BPAC Made a Permanent Committee

• BPAC was initially formed as an ad-hoc committee for a period of two 
years

• Due to the success of the various initiatives BPAC undertook, the 
Board of Selectmen voted to establish BPAC as a permanent 
committee in early 2020 



Thank You
David Anderson – andersond@madisonct.org


