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National Roadway Safety Strategy
• Outlines USDOT’s comprehensive 

approach to significantly reducing 
serious injuries and deaths on our 
Nation’s highways, roads, and streets.

• Implementation status
https://www.transportation.gov/NRSS/Implementation

• Tracking Dashboard

https://www.transportation.gov/NRSS/Implementation
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Safe System Approach
• The guiding paradigm of the NRSS
• Focuses on both human mistakes AND human 

vulnerability
• Designs a system with many redundancies in place 

to protect everyone

Deaths and serious injuries are unacceptable
Humans make mistakes
Humans are vulnerable
Responsibility is shared
Safety is proactive
Redundancy is critical

“Law enforcement and the work of our Nation’s law 
enforcement officers are critical to the prevention and 
reduction of traffic-related fatalities and injuries. Traffic 
enforcement must have equity – the consistent, fair, 
just, and impartial treatment of all people – at its 
foundation.” NRSS January 2022, p. 9
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US Traffic Fatalities
Total & Speeding-Related, 2012-2022

Source: NHTSA’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) 2012-2020 Final File, 2021 Annual Report File

~ 30% of traffic fatalities 
each year are speeding-
related.
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Percentage of Speeding-Related Traffic Fatalities, by State, 2021

Source: NHTSA’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) 2021 Annual Report File
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Speeding-Related Fatal Crashes

• 37% of drivers also had BAC=.08+
• 29% of drivers under the age of 21 tested positive for alcohol
• 32% of drivers did not have a valid driver license compared to 15% 

for non-speeding drivers
• 51% of passenger car drivers were unrestrained compared to 23% of 

non-speeding passenger car drivers
• 33% of motorcycle riders were speeding compared to 22% of 

passenger car drivers*
* MC riders had the highest percentage of speeding drivers than any other vehicle type

Speeders aren’t only speeding –
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National Survey of Speeding Attitudes and Behaviors
• Nationally representative sample of drivers in the United States aged 

18 or older
• Survey has been conducted in 1997, 2002, 2011, and 2022-2023 

(report forthcoming)
• Approximately 6,000 respondents in most recent survey
• NHTSA uses the results of these surveys to guide research and 

educational efforts



NHTSA Programs 
and Resources

• Countermeasures That Work
• NHTSA Data Analysis and 

Publications
• Traffic Safety Marketing

• Ads
• Fact Sheets & Talking Points
• Sample News Releases
• Variable Message Boards
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Behavioral and Enforcement Countermeasures
• Legislative and Licensing

• Lower Speed Limits
• Variable Speed Limits
• Increasing Penalties

• Enforcement
• Speed Safety Cameras
• High-visibility Enforcement

• Other Strategies
• Dynamic Speed Display/Feedback Signs
• Intelligent Speed Assistance

• Approaches That Are Unproven or Need 
Further Evaluation

• Aggressive Driving and Other Laws
• Diversion and Plea Agreements/Traffic Violator 

School
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Intelligent Speed 
Assistance (ISA)
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Intelligent Speed Assistance1 (ISA)
• May use various in-vehicle technologies to determine the speed limit:

• Digital maps of speed limits + GPS localization
• Camera-based recognition of street signs

• May use various approaches to help driver maintain appropriate speed 
• Display current speed limit to driver at all times
• Visual and/or audible warnings
• Haptic warnings (e.g., accelerator pedal resistance / feedback)
• Active intervention (e.g., slow vehicle, limit speed)

• May allow system deactivation by driver (e.g., false warnings, conflicting / 
defective road signs)

Notes: (1) May also be referred to as Intelligent Speed Assist or Intelligent Speed Adaptation
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Data Analysis & Publications
• NHTSA’s National 

Center for Statistical 
Analysis for data 
analysis and reports.

• https://cdan.dot.gov/

https://cdan.dot.gov/
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Traffic Safety Marketing
• Website with free 

materials addressing 
a dozen or more 
traffic safety issues.

• Sign up for updates 
via email
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Speed Prevention Campaigns July 10-31

Social NormingEnforcement

Education
SPEEDING KILLS

SLOW DOWN OR
PAY THE FINE

SPEEDING
SLOWS

YOU DOWN

https://youtu.be/nAwn_p6u2dI
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NHTSA’s Communication Calendar
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Speed Management Research & Programmatic Efforts
• NHTSA’s Office of Research and Program Development (HQ) works 

to provide the latest research and guidance to State Highway Safety 
Offices and other traffic safety partners. Examples of ongoing efforts 
include:

• Studying the effects of education on speeding behavior
• Speed safety camera efficacy & equity
• Speeding-related data analysis
• Driver surveys
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Arthur Kinsman
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